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APRIL 12 FOR THE 9th ANNUAL TASTE OF WETHERSFIELD
       AND APRIL 16 and 17 FOR SPRING KEENEY KIDS

KEENEY CULTURAL SERIES RETURNS
The Keeney Cultural Series proudly announces its twenty-first season featuring incredibly gifted artists.  The season kicks off 

Sunday, January 19, 2014 with performances the following Sundays February 16, 2014 and Sunday March 16, 2014. 

Continued on Page 6

Sunday, February 16 THE ARGIRO QUINTET (Music in the style of the George Shearing Quintet)
        Jim Argiro has had extraordinary experiences in all phases of 

music creation production and the performing arts.  He has been 
affiliated with such celebrities as Bernadette Peters, Leslie 
Uggams, Frank Sinatra, Jr., Joan Rivers and Carol Channing.  
His role as jazz pianist has included performances with the great 
Mel Torme and his big band credits include Tommy Dorsey, Harry 
James and Count Basie.  With his quintet, Jim will highlight some 
of the music of the great George Shearing, one of the most 

beloved and defining jazz pianists of the twentieth century.  Along with his virtuoso piano skills, 
Jim also has wonderful stories to share.

GETTING TO KNOW LISA WALSH  Society Hires New Staff Member   

Sunday, January 19 STEVE MITCHELL UN-CHURCHED
Steve Mitchell steps away from his role as Minister of Music and Arts at 
Asylum Hill Congregational Church and lets loose with songs you won’t 
hear in church!  Accompanied by his quartet, Steve performs a high en-
ergy show of eclectic tunes from Broadway to Pops.  He has been a much 
sought after soloist whose credits include the Connecticut Concert Opera, 
Concora, Voce, the Hartford Symphony Orchestra and the New World 
Symphony under the direction of Michael Tilson-Thomas.  You’ll never 
believe that Steve spends most of his time IN CHURCH!

Continued on Page 3

My name is Lisa Walsh and I am new to the society, having joined the staff 
at the beginning of October.  What a pleasure it has been to begin the jour-
ney of getting to know the members and volunteers of the society.  Thank 
you to all of you who have welcomed me so warmly.  If we haven’t crossed 
paths, please stop by the Old Academy and say hello.  
     My official position is Program Coordinator and I will be taking on the 
challenging tasks Elaine St. Onge has performed in the past.  As you know,

SAVE



FORECAST...The New Year
      Wethersfield Historical Society has exciting plans for 2014 – we 
hope all of our members will be a part of them!  

    Coming up this month is the beginning of our 21st Anniversary 
season of the Keeney Cultural Series.  Ward off cabin fever and come 
out to the Keeney Center on these Sunday afternoons, see your 
friends, and enjoy some excellent live music.  

     We are very excited about our upcoming exhibit on the Connecti-
cut State Prison in Wethersfield, which will open this September 
– with help from many community lenders, donors and volunteers. 
We still want your input on the prison exhibit – both your memories 
and objects, and your ideas about what you 
would like to see in the exhibit. Our 2014 Lec-
ture series also begins this month – we have 
some excellent speakers planned with fasci-
nating insights on the history of the prison.

   We are currently working on a new Strate-
gic Marketing Plan for the society to get the 
word out about what we do and to clear up 
any misconceptions about the society’s role 
in the community.  Many of our members, 
friends and neighbors have been assisting 
us with this, and we thank them all for their 
help.  Behind the scenes, we are working on a Strategic Technology 
Plan as well.  Both of these projects are thanks to the Nonprofit Sup-
port Program at the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving and will 
ultimately help our organization better serve the community. 

    We hope that everyone has noticed how nice the Francis House 
on Hartford Avenue looks with its new coat of paint.  We have put 
$100,000 of work into the house, but other than the new roof, that 
hasn’t been easily noticeable from the outside until now.  We are still 
working hard to raise funds to complete the interior repair and land-
scape the grounds.  We had a very active season of our “Cookies over 
the Coals” program with preschoolers there this December – with 
invaluable help from our corps of volunteer teachers.  We are look-
ing forward to adding more programming at Francis House as the 
restoration continues.

   We are always eager to expand our WHS family, so members please 
bring a friend or neighbor who may be unfamiliar with the society to 
one of our events.  Invite them to become members or even to volun-
teer.  We need our community’s support and involvement to continue 
to be a growing, thriving, relevant organization.

   With warm wishes for a happy and prosperous New Year,

             
             Amy Northrop Wittorff

             Executive Director
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LISA BROBERG QUINTANA’S PASSING
      It is with a heavy heart Wethersfield Historical Society informs 
our members of the loss of one our valued past employees, Lisa 
Broberg Quintana, on October 6, 2013 in Troy, Ohio. Lisa served 
as the society’s first curator from 1987 to 1990 establishing formal 
collections policies, caretaking and optimizing collection storage 
in the newly acquired Keeney Memorial Cultural Center. Lisa 
resided in the second floor apartment of the Hurlbut-Dunham 
House and was always working to better the society through 
exhibits and education programs at our historic houses. We will 
miss her humor, strength and spirit. 
     Lisa Broberg Quintana, self-described as, “Planted in Michigan, 
divided to Connecticut and transplanted to Ohio; Stage IV breast cancer survivor for 20 years, 
1st occurrence at age 34; rabid quilter and gardener, lover of beauty.” 

KEENEY CULTURAL SERIES CONTINUED
Sunday, March 16    

JON ENGLAND—THE VELVET PIANO PLAYER
International piano playing phenomenon Jon England has been performing 
for audiences since he was nineteen.  Night club acts, theater and concert 
appearances led him to a unique partnership with the revered BBC in his 
native England, which brought him tremendous success.  He was invited 
aboard the Cunard Lines’ fabled Queen Elizabeth II and over subsequent 
years he traveled the world highlighted with Vic Damone, The Glenn Miller 
Orchestra, Bill Cosby, Al Jarreau and others.  Long an aficionado of 
Liberace’s style and pianistic skill, Jon was invited to Las Vegas to partici-
pate in the International Piano Competition bearing Liberace’s name and 
won the coveted “Showmanship Professional” prize title.  He has made 
innumerable CD’s with his dazzling interpretations of beloved music.

        Concerts will be held Sunday afternoons at 4 pm at the Keeney Memorial Cultural Center at 
200 Main Street, Wethersfield, Connecticut.  Tickets for individual concerts are $20.00 for members 
and $22.00 for non-members.  Tickets for the complete series are $52.00 for members or students 
and $60.00 for non-members.  

2014 LECTURE SERIES 
IS ALMOST HERE
The 2014 Lecture Series is better 
than ever with three Connecticut 
State Prison themed lectures held 
in the months of January through 
March and a bonus April lecture 
on Wethersfield as a literary 
setting. Each lecture begins at 
7:00 pm, with doors opening at 
the Keeney Memorial Cultural 
Center at 6:30 pm. Lectures are
$5 per person at the door,
free to members. 

January 13 
UCONN 
Professor 
Lawrence 

Goodheart - 
“Wethersfield 
State Prison 
during the 

19th Century: 
Origins, Deadly 
Insurrections, 
and Capital 

Punishment.”

February 3 
Dennis R. Caron - 

“A Century 
in Captivity: The 

Life and Trials 
of Prince Mortimer, 

a Connecticut 
Slave.”

March 10
Rev. Gordon 

S. Bates - 
“Two Faces

  of Justice at  
Wethersfield 
State Prison.”

April 7
Kitty Burns 

Florey - 
“The Writing

   Master.” 
Florey will 

speak on how 
Wethersfield 
was the ideal 
setting for her 

historical 
fiction. 
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In 1971, Wethersfield Historical Society Past 
President Howard A. “Buz” Willard, Jr. 
recruited his friend Elaine St. Onge to serve 
on the Governing Board.  Elaine was a brand-
new mother and had just left her position at 
Emerson Williams School where she had been 
teaching 4th and 5th grade for several years. 
Elaine and her husband Dan had only been 
to one WHS meeting when she was recruited for the Board. Buz 
knows talent when he sees it – Elaine has been with us ever since.  

By 1980 the society had grown so much that then Director Doug 
Alves needed help in the office.  Betsy Huntington, who was 
Bob Monstream’s assistant in his law office came on board in 
the spring to help Doug part time.  By the end of the summer it 

was apparent that Betsy didn’t have time to do both jobs, so she 
reached out to Elaine to see if she would be interested in taking 
on the job at the society.  Elaine’s youngest son Tim was going 
into kindergarten that fall, so Elaine joined the staff working 8 
hours a week, on Tuesday and Thursday from 1 to 4 p.m. and 
Wednesday from 9 to 11 a.m.   Betty Ohde volunteered on Tues-
days and took care of membership.  Elaine helped researchers 
in the Library and worked with the collection in addition to her 
administration work. Some of the exhibits Elaine was involved 
in included a case exhibit on eyeglasses, an exhibition of Abigail 
Deming’s paintings, and an exhibition of photographs developed 
by Keith Jones from the society’s Delamater glass plate negatives.    

In 1982, the Deming-Standish House and the old Welles School 
became available, and the Town of Wethersfield was seeking 
proposals for use of the buildings.  Director Doug Alves sug-
gested the Town give itself a 350th birthday present of a cultural 
center, with funds from the lease of the Deming-Standish House 
as a restaurant to help support it.  The Town accepted this 
plan, and the society’s 1982 Golden Anniversary Growth Fund 
campaign became a fundraiser for the “Welles School Center.”  
When Emma Keeney 
donated $350,000 – 
half of the needed 
funds, it was renamed 
the Robert Allan 
Keeney Memorial 
Cultural Center, which 
opened in 1990. Direc-
tor Doug Alves left the 
society in 1986, and 
Nora Howard, who 
had been the Direc-
tor of Education and 
Development, became 
Director.   When Nora left the society in 1993 Elaine became the 
Acting Director until Brenda Milkofsky was hired as the next 
Director that February. 

During the time that the Keeney Center was being restored, 
Elaine packed the society’s collection for storage.  The collection 
was stored in the dining room and parlor of the Hurlbut-Dun-
ham House.  When the Keeney Center restoration was nearing 
completion at the end of the 80’s, the collection was moved into 
its new home.  Curator Lisa Broberg (1987-90) arranged for the 

Elaine St. Onge Retires 
After 33 Fabulous Years With 

Wethersfield Historical Society

Wethersfield Historical Society Governing Board, 1971-72. 
Standing, from left: Dick Cooley, Sam (Toby) Huntington, 

Wellington (Welly) Macdonough, Sam Wax, Leon McNelly, 
Dick Foxall, Gene Lesserson, Buz Willard.  Seated, from left: 

Nancy Stokes, Mrs. Otis Miller, Eleanor Buck Wolf, 
Anne Kuckro, Elaine St. Onge, Lois Weider. 

Former Directors Nora Howard and Doug Alves 
with Elaine St. Onge, June 1986

WHS Staff in 2003: Betty Arnold, Cindy Brown, 
Elaine St. Onge, Director Brenda Milkofsky, 

Melissa Josefiak and Wes Christensen
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lovely rolling racks 
we have for collec-
tion storage in the 
Keeney basement.  
Between 1990 and 
1992 we had no cu-
rator, and Elaine 
worked on the ac-
cessioning of collec-
tion objects.  
Beverly Lucas came 
on as Curator in 
1992, and all collec-
tion objects were 
finally put away in 
the Keeney Cen-
ter storage rooms. 
By 1995, the soci-
ety was ready to 
open the Hurlbut-
Dunham House for 
tours, and Brenda, 
Beverly and Elaine worked to prepare the house for opening.  
Elaine washed the very delicate lace curtains in her bathtub, 
and helped clean the crystal chandeliers with vinegar and wa-
ter.  Early American Life Magazine featured an article on the 
Hurlbut-Dunham House in 1996.

In 1998, after raising $45,000 and three years of work, the society 
opened its new permanent exhibition 
on Wethersfield’s history “Legendary 
People, Ordinary Lives” at the Keeney 
Center.  Elaine was again very involved 
- she and her husband Dan St. Onge had 
been storing the pew from the meeting-
house in their basement and paid for its 
restoration before it was placed in the ex-
hibit.  Elaine and Dan and Elizabeth and 
John Horgan donated the Shepard Chest 
that is also prominently featured 
in the exhibit.  

In 2000, Elaine’s husband Dan became 
ill, so she reduced her hours and worked from home while car-
ing for him. Curator Beverly Lucas had left the society in 1999 
and Melissa Josefiak had joined the staff as an administrator. 
Dan St. Onge passed away in 2001, and Elaine was back at the 
office with increasingly more hours during another period of 
transition and upheaval for the society. Brenda left the society 
in 2003, and Doug Shipman joined WHS as its new Director in 
2004.  In 2006, Elaine married Wes Sargent at First Church and 
held their reception at the Keeney Center. In 2007, lightning 
struck the cupola of the Keeney center starting a fire on the roof,

but Doug, the staff, and many volunteers managed to have the 
damage repaired and the Keeney Center open again within six 
months. Doug was deployed with the US Army Reserve and left 
the society in 2008. 

In January of 2009, the author joined the society staff as 
Director. She could not have asked for a better staff to work 
with or a better institutional culture for the organization.  Elaine, 
the self-professed “office nudge” has kept us on track and on 
schedule for all of our mailings, events and other tasks.  She is 
our institutional memory, a faultless proofreader, and the best 
“multi-tasker” anyone has ever encountered.  In just sixteen 
hours a week, she manages to get an amazing amount of work 
done – in a busy, noisy environment with constant interruptions, 
she always has a smile and a ready hand for whatever comes up.  
Elaine has always been fully immersed in all of our fundraising 
events, but in 2010, when our Antiques Show Committee retired 
after ten successful years, she stepped in as Show Manager, and 
has continued to produce a beautiful show with quality dealers 
in a very uncertain market.  We are very grateful that Elaine has 
agreed to continue as Show Manager for another year (at least!)

Throughout the thirty-three years of her employment with 
the society, Elaine has been a constant force of calm, order and 
warmth that has seen this organization safely through many 
changes.  You will still see Elaine’s smiling face at many of our 
events – she will just have more time to socialize with her friends 
and enjoy the event, instead of taking tickets and organizing 
details.  Although we will miss her terribly, Elaine’s historical 
society family wishes her a very happy retirement as she and 
Wes travel and spend more time with their grandchildren.

        Amy Northrop Wittorff
         Executive Director

Wes and Elaine, June 2009

WHS Staff in 2003: Betty Arnold, Cindy Brown, 
Elaine St. Onge, Director Brenda Milkofsky, 

Melissa Josefiak and Wes Christensen

 Phil Lohman’s caricature of Elaine
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Elaine retired at the end of the year and she was kind 
enough to help me transition into the position and 
learn from her many years of faithful service to the 
society.  Hers are big shoes to fill and I am so grateful 
she will remain closely associated with the society to 
provide help and support.  In addition, I will be wear-
ing whatever other hats necessary, as all of us at the 
society frequently do.

My husband Tom and I and our two teenagers, Joshua 
and Emma, moved to Wethersfield from Vernon, Con-
necticut this past July.  We have long been fascinated 
with history, frequently taking family trips to historic 
locations around the country.  Even before we moved 
back to Connecticut in 1997, we regularly visited 
Wethersfield and enjoyed its architecture and history.  
It has been wonderful to have a job where I have the 
opportunity to learn more about Wethersfield’s history.  
I am looking forward to hearing your stories about 
Wethersfield as well.

Our family enjoys traveling abroad.  Between my hus-
band and me, we have visited every continent except 
Antarctica.  Although our travel has been less frequent 
since we have had children, we still enjoy it as much as 
we can.  I am a voracious reader of fiction, true crime 
and science fiction, as well as an adventurous cook and 
a diehard Red Sox fan.  We are foodies who are always 
looking for the next interesting bite, so if you have a 
favorite restaurant in the area, please let me know so 
we can try it out.

For Elaine St. Onge    
On the auspicious occasion of her retirement     
From The Wethersfield Historical Society
After thirty-three  years of dedicated service     
Beyond the call of duty and resulting 
In the enormous success 
Of all endeavors and projects
Over which she presided or assisted

Our Elaine was the queen of all she surveyed
In charge to the max as she entered each fray
And being the queen there ne’er was a bumble
For with shining virtue she remained humble

With nary a frown and many bright smiles 
The work was accomplished although it took miles 
Of to-ing and fro-ing and phoning and such
For Elaine all the tasks were never too much
How on earth will we manage remains to be seen 
For when she is gone-can we stay on the beam?
Her warmth and her ever so friendly demeanor
Were shining at every event 
Keeping track of the schedules and greeting
Each guest and making them welcome 
   wherever they went.
Responsibilities never seemed to unnerve her
Far- reaching challenges all seemed to serve her
Efficiently, quietly jumping each hurdle
And moving along like a hare not a turtle
So our thanks and blessings know no bounds 
Dear Elaine you are one of a kind
Your career was outstanding so bow to the sounds
Of applause and good cheer and don’t mind
If a tear or two are shed when you go
You are admired, this we want you to know

And as for me, I need not miss you so much
For we will always stay in touch
With one another and our mutual friends
Our good times together will not have an end
For this I’m so grateful for what would I do
Without those great hugs of yours when I am blue.
Elaine my dear you are the best
So have some fun now - you’ve earned a rest
We love you.  
                              Julie Murtha     November 2013

SOCIETY’S WISH LIST
• We are looking for donations or loans of documents, 
letters, pictures and objects relating to the Connecticut 
State Prison in preparation for our new exhibit coming 
in 2014.  
• Do you have a unique item you could 
donate for our Taste of Wethersfield Silent 
Auction?  We would love to be able to offer
items like a travel package, gift cards, spa
coupons, concert or sporting event tickets 
or tickets for unique experiences.
• We are in need of an upright freezer 
and a separate refrigerator for the
Keeney Center.

A CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
The Society is seeking volunteers at the 
Keeney Memorial Cultural Center.  Just three 
hours a month is all we need.  Contact 
Roberta Simpson for flexible scheduling 
at roberta.simpson@wethhist.org or 
860.529.7161 on Tuesday, Thursday or Friday.

GETTING TO KNOW LISA WALSH CONTINUED

DONATE TO
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If not, the Hanmer Gift shop has just the item to make you feel better. 
There are Wethersfield and New England cookbooks for the cooking 
enthusiast. The Wethersfield Family Heritage Cookbook, one of the 

top sellers, is packed full of recipes from society 
members, volunteers and staff for all to enjoy for 
only $20. If collecting is your thing, we offer cloth 
Colonial Dolls, handmade and dressed in differ-
ent fabrics for $32.   If pottery is more to your lik-
ing, why not try the famous Westerwald Pottery, 
imprinted with “Wethersfield 1634.”  (Prices vary 
for the pottery.)  For the children in us all, there are 
old fashioned toys like our natural wood tops and 
yoyos. For those who love textiles, the Wethersfield 
afghan, decorated with local landmarks, makes an 
unforgettable gift.  Due to enthusiastic demand, the 
shop has some lovely cameo music boxes for sale, 
one of last year’s best sellers for $18. 

Quantities are limited, so come by the Hanmer Gift Shop at the 
Keeney Memorial Cultural Center while supplies last.  Gift shop hours 
are Tuesday-Saturday 10:00 am-4:00 pm and Sunday 1:00 pm-4:00 pm.  
For more information, please contact us at 860.529.7161 or email us at 
society@wethhist.org.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
Tracy Kris, Wethersfield, CT
Vincent and Susan DiMauro, Wethersfield, CT
Mary Frazeur, Wethersfield, CT

CLIP THIS MUSEUM SHOP COUPON…FOR MEMBERS ONLY!

TAKE AN EXTRA 10% OFF APPLICABLE ITEMS AT THE HANMER MUSEUM SHOP

January and February, 2014, ONE TIME USE!
*Cookbook is not eligible for discount*

MR. HANMER’S GIFT SHOP

We love our new members!  Do you know 
someone who is new to Wethersfield or even 
someone who is interested in Wethersfield 
history?  Invite them to become a member 
of the Historical Society.

Did you receive everything you asked for on your holiday gift list? 



Jan. 13           Lecture Series: UCONN Professor Lawrence Goodheart - 
                         “Wethersfield State Prison during the 19th Century.” Keeney Hall, 7pm

Jan. 19           Keeney Cultural Series: Steve Mitchell Un-Churched.  Keeney Hall, 4pm

Feb. 3           Lecture Series: Dennis R. Caron - “A Century in Captivity:  
                         The Life and Trials of Prince Mortimer, A Connecticut Slave.”  Keeney Hall, 7pm

Feb. 16           Keeney Cultural Series: The Argiro Quintet.  Keeney Hall, 4pm

March 10        Lecture Series: Rev. Gordon S. Bates - “The Two Faces of Justice at Wethersfield State Prison.”  
                         Keeney Hall, 7pm

March 16        Keeney Cultural Series: Jon England - The Velvet Piano Player.  Keeney Hall, 4pm

April 7           Lecture Series: Kitty Burns Florey - “The Writing Master” Keeney Hall, 7pm

April 12         Taste of Wethersfield Benefit:  7-9:30 p.m. Keeney Hall

April 16-17  Keeney Kids Spring History Program: 8:30am-1pm, Keeney Center.

CALENDAR of EVENTS
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